
Minutes of GRICG Meeting held Friday September 2nd 2016 
together with Greyhounds Transition Taskforce 

at GBOTA offices, Wentworth Park, Glebe 
 
Meeting commenced at 10.00 am 
 
Attendance: 
GRICG: Ron Arnold (c), Glenn Midson, Michael Player, Norm Curby 
GTT: Dr. John Keniry, Terry O’Brien, Michael Brody 
 
Ron Arnold opened the meeting by declaring that the Greyhound sport is still defending itself and there are legal 
actions going on. GRICG as a group are supporting that 100%. GRICG respects the fact that Dr. John Keniry has 
taken a role that is a part of it. Ron Arnold has made it personally known that we are very happy to have someone 
like Dr. Keniry involved, because he is a country man, and that certainly means a lot to the regionals. 
 
GRICG got a mention in the Bill the other day that we are still viable until 30th June, 2017. Basically GRICG 
represents the broader industry of each of the main groups, from TAB clubs, country clubs, metropolitan clubs, 
the wagering arm, trainers, so it covers a broad spectrum. The role of GRICG today is to see what the position of 
the Task Force is, and more importantly what role GRICG can play in collating information from participants. 
 
Dr. Keniry stated that hopefully the Deputy Premier will be able to announce the new Administrator quite soon. 
The Government has tried to make it very clear that the job of the Administrator is to keep greyhound racing 
going until the closing date. The Deputy Premier is very clear on this question that one of the keys to helping 
people make the transition is making sure that they get that kind of nominal income that comes from appearance 
fees and winning the occasional race. Also key people need to be rewarded for staying on.  We need to make sure 
that stewards etc. are in place. 
 
The Task Force will try to get back to the Government with some clear recommendations on breeding and training 
end dates for the Transition package, hopefully within the next 3 to 4 weeks. 
 
GRICG will assist the Task Force in collating as much information as needed to make a decision that is somewhat 
more accurate. 
 
The Task Force has an obligation to go to the Government at the end of September with the transaction package. 
The elements of the transaction package are e.g. financial assistance where warranted, re-training for people, re-
homing for animals and general welfare, business assistance where warranted, and financial assistance in 
whatever form that takes. There has been a lot of uncertainty and confusion. Now it has to be established what 
will be the rules about owning greyhounds, training, rearing and keeping, and what will be the rules about 
breeding. 
 
The legislation only states basically that greyhound racing stops on 30th June – 1st July, 2017, and dates for all 
other associated activities are yet to be determined, but in Parliament, the Government has made it clear that the 
dates for ending breeding and training won’t be before 30th June, 2017. It can be after, but not before then. 
Whatever end breeding date is established, then rearing and training can go on for 2 years from that date. There 
are options on the table for breeding an extra 1 or 2 years, then after that to allow for rearing and training for 
another 2 years. 
 
The Task Force advises that racing will have to be interstate, but the Act does not prevent ownership. Ownership 
is not an issue. The issue is kennelling and keeping a dog for racing purposes in NSW. 
 
In regard to compensation for assets, if you have invested in kennels, internal fencing etc. then capital 
investments will have been made, depreciation will have been claimed, so it can be worked out what that asset 
owes you from whatever date the Government says you can’t use that asset. It will be set up so that people have 
choices. The ATO has been approached regarding hobby trainers, as to how they should be assessed. 
 



If training is extended, there will still have to be a regulatory function right to the end of training, so a residual 
part of GRNSW or some other body will have to do all the registration regulatory work, and if training is allowed 
to go beyond 30th June, 2017, we have to ensure there is a network of tracks available for training. 
 
If tracks are on Crown land, once greyhound racing is no longer permitted, if the lease was provided for racing, 
then there is no further lease. The land that was Crown lease will remain as public land. The key point is that what 
is happening with Crown land is trying to understand what it will take to meet the Government’s commitment to 
keep all these Crown land facilities as public assets in public ownership for community use. 
 
GRICG would like to know if the task force can come up with a figure jobs-wise that will be directly impacted by 
this decision. 1,000 is not even 10%of the total number. The industry needs that to be made public. We need to 
correct some of the wrongs that have been spoken about. The information that has been used to close this 
industry is actually false. This decision does not only affect NSW, it impacts the whole of the nation. It is a domino 
effect. Greyhounds are 50% of the sport in the whole of Australia. 50% of our dogs go to Victoria, and 50% go to 
South Australia. Dr. Keniry suggested that if GRICG have got figures that get to 10 or 12,000 people that will be 
affected, the Government would look into it. 
 
GRICG stated that regarding tax parity, the Greyhounds have seen nothing of the money that was promised. $1 
million was the first year for the dogs, and the second year was somewhere from $5 to 6 million. The money has 
been quarantined until after the Commission. This should be put into prizemoney, integrity or welfare. This 
should not be part of the compensation package.  
 
From the Government’s viewpoint, the tax parity funding probably provides the funding vehicle to make sure the 
regulatory services are capable of being held up over the long run to do the transition process. GRICG supports 
the idea that the tax parity money for the first year should come into the sport before the closure date. 
 
The Task Force stated that GRNSW costs are going to be very much higher this year that previously, because they 
are going to have to pay to keep people available to run the industry to get it through to the racing closure date. 
The costs of keeping the industry going at this stage will be higher than they would be under normal 
circumstances, and those funds will be available for this purpose. 
 
Regarding the Clubs, most if not all of those on Crown leases have other community purposes apart from racing, 
so it is possible that the lease will still be in effect. Each Club will have to make a decision regarding the future, 
whether to transition to another activity, whether funding is available, how to make the conversion to a social 
club or something else. One of the tasks that the administrator of GRNSW will have in conjunction with Dr. Keniry 
is to work with Clubs on a 1 for 1 basis to do that work. 
 
Regarding I.T. loans awarded to the Clubs that were never to be repaid, the legal status is difficult. It has to be 
thought through whether they should have been treated as grants that flowed from Government into the 
industry.  Once the compensation assistance package is sorted through, then the Task Force will have to talk to 
the Clubs one by one. 
 
The Task Force is likely to recommend to the Government that the breeding date is likely to be extended beyond 
2017 by 1 or 2 years. Also on the training side of things, the Government would be looking to allow the dogs to 
get to the point where they are able to race. So if a trainer has his own trial track, he could train his dogs at his 
home until the training end date. Regarding the race tracks, there needs to be a network of licenced tracks. 
Training is still allowed, but not time trialling in NSW. What the Act does is that it takes away the licences for 
greyhound racing, which relates more to the Racing & Betting Act than it does to the Greyhound Racing Act. What 
becomes illegal is the process of organising a greyhound race that is related to betting activities. Running one or a 
few dogs around a track for training purposes is something different, and dealt with differently by the Act. 
 
GRICG requested clarification of whether a gymkhana day would be considered as an organised race meeting. 
The Task Force agreed that it would be clarified. 
 
GRICG challenges the statement that the Greyhound industry is in decline. NSW actually has the best greyhound 
racing in the world. GRICG will attempt to get some figures through the Alliance. 



GRICG would like to know if there is any way through the racing side to give a dog that was born a month ago the 
ability to race his career here. The Task Force’s starting point is the law, and the law says racing ends. This 
situation will be monitored with great interest. 
 
GRICG recommends that breeding should be directed to stop before the racing stops. Any dog that is born within 
the last month is entitled to a 3 year racing career, because that is when they are matured and at their peak. 
 
The Task Force states that a dog cannot race in NSW after 1st July, but if someone owns a dog and races it 
interstate, there is no problem there. The transition period is designed to let things run down before a shutter 
comes down, so people have more time to make good decisions about organising things. 
 
GRICG recommends that we keep as many of the infrastructure tracks in play, so we can come back quickly 
without having to spend large amounts to put things back in place. 
 
The Government thought process is that all aspects of racing in NSW will have to stop. The question is on what 
date.  The Government is trying to ensure that decisions will be made by the end of October or early November. 
Then people have 7 or 8 months before racing end date to start making decisions. 
 
For race meetings there are not enough stewards, and vets are required to be there for the full day. At the end of 
the day, there have been a lot of additional costs that are grossly unfair. 
 
Race dates have been taken off Clubs, people can’t afford to feed their dogs. If that increases the rate that dogs 
are being surrendered, or if there are welfare issues, that is a Government problem. 
The Task Force view is that the obligation the Government has is to make sure that there is racing until 30th June, 
2017. 
 
GRICG recommends that participants should be told to stop the doom and gloom. We want it on the web site that 
people contact us to take the pressure off the staff. 
 
The Task Force have made the effort to put in place a proper health service for people. The Government website 
number is 1800 812 115. There are probably qualified counsellors on that number. There will be a NSW-based 
Australian who is trained as a counsellor. A lot of effort has been put into making that service available. 
 
GRICG states that between the Alliance and the Race Clubs, nobody has turned their back on any participant. 
 
The Task Force Service number is 1800 812 115. This number will provide help by people who do this type of work 
as a company. This is what they do for a living. They provide online telephone counselling and support services. 
They have a network of mental health services across the State, and they can make connections for people to 
have face-to-face service in their local area. It was picked up early on in the consultation process that this was a 
very serious issue, so we have made sure that this service has been modified. If people who are really feeling the 
pinch ring that number, they will get proper support. If people ring this number – 1800 812 115 – and if people 
need to be connected up with a local face-to-face service, those people can help make that happen. 
 
A lot of problems can be alleviated now by this information about pups able to continue to be reared and trained. 
That is the position of the Task Force. At the end of the day, the Government has to make the decision. 
 
The Task Force would like to know what sort of time scale GRICG is looking to. GRICG recommends that when 
racing stops, you are allowed to breed and rear and you are allowed to train your dog for racing purposes 
interstate, and you have 2 years from 7th July 2016. 
 
The meeting was concluded at 2.00pm. 
 
 


